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Collaboration

• Statutory definition from Code of Alabama
34-21-81(5) [Nurse Practice Act, Article 5]

• Formal relationship based on written protocols

• Occurs between a physician or physicians and 1 or 
more CRNP’s/CNM’s (engaged in advanced 
practice nursing )

• Is approved according to statute and rules or can 
also be exempt by same











Seminar Objectives

• Identify APN & Physician Responsibilities in 
Collaborative Practice

• Discuss methods to meet and document 
Quality Assurance requirements 

• Discuss methods to complete & document 
Collaboration Time 

• Review regulations with regards to practice 
sites, for prescribing and authorized APN 
functions









Collaborative Practice
History

• In early 2000, the ABME became concerned regarding 
physician compliance with the Collaborative Practice 
Rules 

• In September 2003, the 1st Collaborative Practice 
Inspector was hired  

• Audits revealed that approximately 80% of all 
Collaborative Practices had some form of rule violation

• In January 2006 the 2nd Collaborative Practice Inspector 
was hired 

• Despite the increased audits, problems continued to be 
found  . . . . . . . . 



Collaborative Practice
History

• . . . And, the Collaborative Practice Seminar 
was developed and put into place in 2007



Collaborative Practice
History

• The actual concept of Collaboration has been 
existence prior to the development of rules

• Joint Committee established in 1995 

• Rules formulated by the Joint Committee in 1996

• ABME & ABN sections are essentially the same

• Separate rules for nurse practitioners and nurse 
midwives; although very similar in nature

• Most recent rule revision in progress



Charlene Cotton, MSN, RN
Advanced Practice Consultant
Alabama Board of Nursing

Ray Hudson, M.D.
Former Member ABME
Former Member – Joint Committee
Collaborative Physician – 22 years

Seminar Faculty



Seminar Faculty

Patricia L. Enfinger, RN Cheryl S. Thomas, MSM, RN

Collaborative Practice Inspectors
ALABAMA  BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS





Where to Find the Rules

• www.albme.org
• Administrative Rules

– 540-X-8 Advanced Practice Nursing

• www.abn.alabama.gov
• Administrative Code

– 610-X-5 Advanced Practice Nursing – Collaborative 
Practice

• www.legislature.state.al.us > ALISON

http://www.albme.org/�
http://www.abn.alabama.gov/�
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/�






Video Clip Credits

Video 1 – Tammy Davis, Investigative Assistant
Video 2 – Jim Nichols. ABME Chief Investigator
Video 3 – Stan Ingram, ABME Investigator
Video 4 – Carla Kruger, ABME Paralegal
Video 5 – Randy Dixon, ABME Investigator
Video 6 – David McGilvray, ABME Investigator
Video 7 – Billy Addison, ABME General Counsel
Video 8 – Edwin Rogers, ABME Investigator
Video 9 – Group Video, ABME Staff
Video 10 – Billy Addison, General Counsel
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