SECTION IV. - BOARD POLICY 


Maine Professionals Health Program (MPHP)











Evaluations Required
Licensing

POLICY:  It is the policy of the Board of Licensure in Medicine that an evaluation and program participation recommendation by the Medical Professionals Health Program (MPHP) will be required of any applicant for licensure or license renewal who reports an arrest for operating under the influence (OUI), or any other health or practice difficulties related to alcohol or any substance, including actions taken by any other licensing jurisdictions within the past 5 years.
PROCEDURES:

1.
When application review indicates the described situation the staff specialist, with appropriate assistance from investigative staff, will obtain a full explanation from the applicant and independent reports from all parties involved.

2.
The applicant will be instructed to contact the MPHP for an evaluation.  
3.
The MPHP director will be notified of the pending contact by the applicant, and a copy of all pertinent application materials will be sent to the MPHP director. 

4.
A written response from the MPHP Director regarding any recommendations for program participation will be included in the application file before it is reviewed for action.  

5.
Applications for initial licensure, when completed, shall be referred to the full board for final review and action.
6.
If the applicant for license renewal is currently a program participant and a report of full compliance is received from the PHP Director, the application may be processed by staff without full board review.  Otherwise the application will be referred directly to the full board for review and action. 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  September 9, 2008
REVIEWED:  July 13, 2010

REVISION DATE:  July 13, 2010
HISTORY: This process has been in place under verbal protocol since at least August 1994 for new physician applicants.  Verbal instruction was issued in 2006 to include renewals and physician assistants under this protocol.  

Prior to 2008 the program was named “the Physicians Health Program” and was referred to as the “PHP”.  This program is sponsored financially in part by the Board of Licensure in Medicine and managed by the Maine Medical Association.
July 13, 2010 – The Board voted to change the reporting timeframe to five (5) years to be consistent with the license application questions and in keeping with the current Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) standards policy.
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