SECTION I ADVISORY RULINGS


Norplant Training
Practice of Medicine

RULING:  The Board of Licensure in Medicine has ruled that in order for physicians to properly supervise physician assistants or physician extenders who are performing subcutaneous Norplant insertions, the supervising physician must be trained and have the necessary expertise in the implanting and removal of said Norplant contraceptive.

EFFECTIVE DATE:  December 16, 1991

REVISION DATES:

HISTORY:  Kennebec Valley Regional Health Agency requested a ruling on whether supervising physicians must be trained in Norplant insertion in order to supervise physician extenders performing the procedure.

The  Norplant contraceptive is not a simple procedure, it is permanent and it involves the insertion of six permanent implants under the skin.  Once the implants are in they create a capsule around themselves.  It is often necessary to go to the operating room for removal and that complications often arises.  The physician, as the head of the team, should have full knowledge of the procedures involved before attempting to supervise a physician assistant or physician extender.

The physician assistant or physician extender may prescribe, insert or remove as long as he/she is under the supervision of a physician who is adequately trained in all aspects of the procedure. 

