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MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN MEDICINE

RE: Hemendra N. Bhatnagar

On November 8, 1982, the Board of Registration in Medicine (hereinafter
"the Board") conducted an adjudicatory hearing at its offices in Waterville,
Maine, to consider complaints against Dr. Bhatnagar's practice of medicine.
Notice of hearing dated July 23, 1982, specified the Board's concern with
charges he had incompetently practiced medicine, and been "unprofessional" in
his conduct. More particularly, the notice specified zllegations regarding
willful abandorment of patients, gross or repeated malpractice, and repeated
charging of unreasonable and excessive fees. The Board is empowered by
statute to consider complaints against licensed physicians. 32 M.R.S.A.

§ 8§ 3269 and 3283. These sections authorize the Board to take disciplinary
action if it determines that grounds exist under 8 3282. As relevant herein,
the Board may take action if it determines that any licensed physician has
been incompetent in the practice of medicine (8§ 3282(L4)), or conducted him-
self unprofessionally by willful abandonment of patients (8 3282(5)(F)),
gross or repeated malpractice (8 3282(5)(I)), or repeated charging of unrea-
sonable and excessive fees for services rendered (8 3282(5)(0)).

Both Dr. Bhatnagar and the State of Mzine were represented by counsel
at the hearing. Prior to hearing, the parties told the Board that its con-
cerns had been subject of lengthy proceedings before the Board of Trustees
of Mid Maine Medical Center during the period beginning May 29, 1979 to
February 26, 1980 and stipulated that the testimony of Dr. Bhatnagar and all
exhibits submitted during the hearing at the Mid Maine proceedings would be
admissible before the Board. BEach party expressly waived its right to appeal

for admission of these portions of the record from the hospital proceedings.






