STATE OF MAINE
BOARD OF LICENSURE IN MEDICINE

IN RE: )

WALTER E. PENTA, M.D. ) CONSENT AGREEMENT

This document is a Consent Agreement between Walter E. Penta, M.D., the
State of Maine Board of Licensure in Medicine (the “Board”) and the State of Maine
Department of Attorney General, entered into pursuant to 10 M.R.S.A.
§ 8003(5)(A-1) and 32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

T Dr. Penta is a physician licensed to practice medicine in the State of
Maine by the Maine Board of Licensure in Medicine.

2. After receiving complaints from area pharmacists regarding Dr. Penta’s
practice of medicine and prescribing practices, the Board initiated an investigation
pursuant to 32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A(1) and subpoenaéd records of several of Dr. Penta’s
patients.

3. A review of pharmacy profiles for these patients showed that Dr. Penta
prescribed a high volume of controlled substances, including pain killers and
benzodiazapines, and muscle relaxants with very little documentation to justify
these prescriptions.

AGREEMENT

In lieu of continuing the investigation and proceeding to an adjudicatory

hearing on the complaint, Dr. Penta agrees to the following:

1. The Board has jurisdiction over Dr. Penta and over the disciplinary



matters raised by the complaint issued by the Board in June, 1997. Dr. Penta agrees
to retire from the practice of medicine on June 20, 1997. He shall not render any
professional health care services to any person in the State of Maine in the future
nor shall he prescribe or dispense controlled substances or any prescription
medication to any person, including himself or members of his immediate family.

2 When Dr. Penta’s license expires in January, 1998, Dr. Penta agrees not
to renew his license. He will retire permanently from the practice of medicine and
shall not seek renewal or reinstatement of his license by this Board or any successor
board. |

3. Dr. Penta waives his right to a hearing before the Board or any court
regarding all terms and conditions of this Consent Agreement. Dr. Penta had the
advice of legal counsel with respect to the negotiation and signing of this Consent
Agreement. This Agreement is entered into freely and willingly by Dr. Penta.

I, Walter E. Penta, M.D., have read and understand the foregoing Consent
Agreement. I understand that by signing it, I waive certain rights. I sign it
voluntarily, without any threat or promise. I understand that this Consent
Agreement is a final Board order and contains the entire agreement. There is no

other agreement of any kind.

Dated: b« 6. q‘-, MZV/{V} Z 1@:’2—:7/;\"’{")

WALTER E. PENTA, M.D.

Dated: G‘l(,tﬁj MQ—(B\
MUR@H H. O'BRIEN, Esg.




- Dated: 9 '8 - q’}

Dated:

MAINE BOARD OF LICENSURE
IN MEDICINE '

A2t

EDWARD DAVH), M.D., Chairman

MAINE DEPARTMENT OF
ATTORNEY GENERAL

RUTH E. McNIFF
Assistant Attorney Gene



