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 ASHLAND PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT WITHDRAWS LICENSE WHILE UNDER INVESTIGATION 
March 10, 2011
Contact: 
Randal Manning

Tel:
 
(207) 287-3601

AUGUSTA, ME – Deborah Charette, P.A.-C, withdrew her medical license while under investigation by the Board of Licensure in Medicine.  The Board had received information that Ms. Charette had self prescribed medication and failed to undergo comprehensive evaluations.   Ms. Charette practiced in Ashland.
In March 2010 the Board received information from the Maine Medical Professionals Health Program (MMPHP) that Ms. Charette had self prescribed medication and failed to participate in evaluations recommended by the program.  The failure to follow through on the evaluations generated concern about Ms. Charette’s ability to safely practice medicine.  

Ms. Charette neither admits or denies the charges, but did provide the Board a copy of an evaluation in December 2010 and offered to withdraw her license.  The Board accepted the withdrawal in a Consent Agreement signed on March 8, 2011.  The withdrawal of license while under investigation is not an admission of guilt, but constitutes a reportable adverse licensing action.  
All adverse licensing actions are reported to the National Practitioner Data Bank, the Health Integrity and Protection Data Bank, and the Federation of State Medical Boards Action Data Bank.  These reports are regularly reviewed by every state licensing board in the country.

The Board is made up of 6 physicians and 3 public members appointed by the Governor.  Disciplinary actions taken by the Board are available to the public either by telephone at (207) 287-3601, or on the Board's website at www.docboard.org/me/me_home.htm.

The Board of Licensure in Medicine is the State of Maine agency charged to protect the health and welfare of the public by verifying the qualifications of physicians to practice, and disciplining physicians for unprofessional conduct and incompetence.  Any citizen can request an investigation of a physician or physician assistant by contacting the Board office by telephone at (207) 287-3608, by letter, or by visiting the Board's web site.

